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Hope it «lf not be Kool buleelbenbi f 


L entertain you with Diſcourſe of that Ei 

= Sacrament, which Wag en ſe inſtieute! 

ny _ for the Commemorativn of thoſe his Suffer- 

inge. as this Arg ument will lead me eo Treat 
1 Ot of thoſe Things which are the aper Sub- 

jects of our Medications at this Time; 6 

ing that all of us who are Religionſly diſpoſed,” are 0 


* * * 


on Eaſter- Day; a Sermon upon that Myſtery may 
be of forge Uſe to us in that reſpect . ectally ic 
being an Argument which 1 18 not often ROS of 
in this Place,” © 


bis to this Sacrament. - 


Hirt, The Obligation that lies upon all Chriſtians 


to pong mycet in is abs ro! 'Coitununitgwe fre- 
quently, ,t S o 091057 
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Secondly, The ETA ha Abaneger we ſhalt 
3 - fe Dinky, 


on this Day, on which our Saviour 1 750 wed, f 


* 


e 


* 


eonſider- - 


prepating our felves to partake of 'that Holy Fra N 
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the common Pretences, which uſually keep People 
from this frequent Communicazing, 7 


that lies upon all Chriſtians to receive the 8 acrament, 


from our Saviour s Words that I have now read to 
for ever this Sacred. Myſtery of the Communion. Here 
noi did, that is, they muſt take Bread, and bleſs i, 
and break it, and give it: This they muſt do in re- 


Miniſtry of the Church, thus to take Bread, and 
 . Bleſs it, and break it, and give it; then certainly it 


of Chriſt. And the ſame likewiſe as to the Cup, 


which our Saviour appointed to go along wich it. 


ving of the Sacrament is a neceſſary and a perpe- 


Thirdly, The little or ne Weight that there is in 


begin with. the Firſt Thing; vis, The Obligation 
and to receive it frequently. And here I take my Riſe 


you, Do this (ſaith he) in remembrance of me, Theſe 
are the Words by which he did Inſtitute or appoint 


he gives a Commandment to his Diſciples, tha 
they ſhould do this in. remembrance of him. But what 
is it they muſt do? Why, the Words going before 
do inform us. They, muſt do that which Chriſt 


membrance of Chriſt. Now if it was the Duty of 
the Apoſtles, and thoſe that ſucceeded them in the 


muſt be che Duty of all Chriſtians committed to 
their Care, to receive, and eat the Bread ſo taken, 
and bleſſed, and broken, and given, in remembrance 


Jou ſee then in the Firſt place, That the recei- 


cual 
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al 


expreſly commanded; by our Saviour, and the Rea- 


be a Duty | 
his Death frequenth ; and the more frequently we do 
it, the better Chriſtians we are, (as is on all hands 
acknowledged ;) Then in the ſame degree and 
proportion ought we to think our ſelves obliged to 
a frequent Participation of this Sacrament © 
But Secondly, That we ſhould thus join in giving 
and receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
in Remembrance of Chriſt, is not only his expreſs 
Command; but ſuch a Command, that if we con- 
ſder the Time in which it was given, and the Cir- 
cumſtances likewiſe with which he gave it, we can- 
not but be ſenſible that we ought to have a moſt 
ES a eg ee. 0 
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ef pecial particular | Repard: to . This was In 2 
manner the Laſt Command he gave co his Diſci· i | 
ples. He was now a going to part from them, and i ! 

td co do the greateſt Kindneſs for Mankind that ever if c 
was done. He was a going t6 lay down bis Lie, as f 
an Offering for the Sits of Men, and by his Otath 
to procure everlaſtins Salvation ſor them and 
now at parting he deſires this patticular Thing of 
them, which he would have obſerted by them, 
and all that came after them; namely, That in 
Memory of him they would" bleſs Bead and Mt, 
and eat and drink them for his fake, Ought not 


theſe Circumſtances to be à ſtrange Bndearmem off 5e 
this Inflitution, to all that profeſs *themebves hifi Ic i 
- Diſciples ? Will five every Goodetman'dingawuourf dai 
Man that conſiders theſe Thitips, be naturally ap ve 
to put a more that ordinafy Value upon chole deal our 
Pledaes that our Pym? Saviour hath thus bequeathed our 
to us? Or is it pe ble that Ahy ane em ſo mu (21 
as pretend to love our Lotd Jeſt; and yet be vi 
inſenſible of his laſt Commands, and che Gircum vor 
ſtances wherewith they were given, av vondive in Mcred 
conſtant and wilful Neglect of them e oun 
But chis is not all that doth recommend th Duff the x 
ty to us. There js rhis farther T king in che Th: me ( 
place to be coſſſidered: This is in a Manner the the 
culiar Command of ont Savioor; the enly-propf lick. 
ful in 
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ll they had born enn. This 


ſhippers, to omit no Opportunity chat is offercd 


ſels himſelf a Chriſtian, and yet not + 


nal Happiness for us, not deſerve 
the inexpreſſible Humiliation: of himſelf, te wake 


— 1 


fps Po ſurely ought 10 ay A migbty Obli. 
gation upon all that call themkelves by the Name 
of Chriſt, and would ber thought bis daily Wor- 


them, of dong Homage: to een this 
Way. {on T. ntfs e af 11 
. 5 Fourthly nd: laitly, To gie you: ber 
Fe: gument Ki out Obbigation to the frequent Pra- 
ctiſe of this Duty, let me a liule more particulorly 
inſiſt on the End ſor which: this Sacrament was In- 
flicuted, as it is hert ail gen by our Saviour. 7 
this, ſays he, "in dene me. Phe great Bu- 
ſiaeſs of this Sacred Myſtery! is tö Commemorate 
the Death of ouf Lord,; and the Benefits we re- 
celve thereby, and to exprels rer eg to 
God and him for them. Now ban an Man p 
kink hun Ref 
obliged to take every Geras of i doing this! 
Nay, and to be glad what ſuch aw Occaſion is of- 
pw * Doth all the great Love of our Saviour in 
laying down his Life, and thereby * Etet- 
much as a N 
membrance # Are there no Thanks due to him, br 
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oar-Fleſh upon him? and in that Fleſh 70 Under | 
God knows how n Sorrows and Acton, fr 
our lakes; and at laſt bor our ake to-expoſe | him- 

ſelf 
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our ſeldom qr 


(lf e zn. 
that throngh þ 
his Death we m 111 Hain, | 
not all cbis worchyiof Tome | aden ome 
Thanks *. Yes Poke 0 7 one amang us, that 
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believes Chriſſ to have doge and luffered all chis 


for us, muſt needs think we ought co Remember 


this great 1 08, 28 we live, and to give 


him continual 2 r.ic. But yet let me tell 


you, the only Falenn W. 
for our, Comme e 
exprofing. Far 
receiving 

of me, This is 5854 eat Purpoſe and Intent of it. 
195 is che Way in b. 15 Christ A f be Remembred 


and T 7 25 bis Fay gur, 5 it is very 


chat he zach * gen 
00,9, theſe his Ben 
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idle to of any. eher Necho chods ch lan what he 


himſelf hach 25 e Aufl they muſt be intolę- 


rably ungrateful, that will not do chus much for 


his Benefi „ £0. pur Th 


their Conmemarative. My Zeries in Honour of their 


Deities, were cruel and levers enough; ) we might 


d. ſome « coſourable Excule 


then indeed have! 
r elhons of our Obe- 
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dience to his:Co1 


e mi * ff healed; through 


har, T 120 is 


hanhefu Incl $ for chem, 18 "Ris of 
Sacrammenes Do this. m Remembrange h 


ur fat, the Commemoration of | 
Thankfulnets for 


them, bad comma d. us lgme extremely devere 5 
thing; (as among. ſeveral” of the Dagan Nations 


But now. when he re- 
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Aer 
quires no more of us, than to come to his Table, Ii 
and there to eat and drink in Remembrance of him, Wl 
and in token of our Thankfulneſs to him; they muſt Ill; 
either be no Believers, or have very little Senſe 'of Ml ( 
his Kindneſs, that can eafily Allar themſelves, Nc 
and deny him ſuch Expreſſions of their Grati- o 
to carry ſo much Weight and Force in them, that 
I cannot but wonder how it comes to paſs that I p- 
our Communions are generally ſo little frequente d; 10 
nay, chat they are not as full as our Aſſemblies for I 5 
Prayers or Sermons: The Duty being ſo very necel- 
ſary, and the Performance of it ſo little trouble- 
ſome, and withal the Benefits that accrue to us 
| from the due Performance of it, being fo many 
and ſo great. Of which I now come to ſpeak; 
that being the Second Head I am to diſcourle of, 
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By In the Second Place, As for the Benefits and Ai. 
vantages which we ſhall reap by a Conſcientious 
Diſcharge of our Duty in this matter, they are 
truly Great, I may ſay Unvaluable. Indeed in all 

the Inſtances wherein God has laid his Commands 

upon us, we may, from the Obedience we yield 

to them, certainly promiſe to our ſelves great Bleſ- 

ſings and Rewards; for all God's Commandments 

are for our good, and not for his. But this holds 
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in none more than in this particular Inſtance we 
n, are now ſpeaking of, Three Things I ſhall briefly | 
it ¶ cepreſent*to you upon this Head. And they are of 
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'of lo great Moment 5 that whoever confiders them, "IE 


approaching to the Lord's Table 
Firſt of all, The Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per is the great and ſolemn Means that Chriſt” has ap- 


pointed in his Church to all Chriſtians, for the obtain- 


ſince their Baptiſm. As the Sacrament of 'Baptifm 


the Sins they were guilty of before they became 
Chriſtians were forgiven : So this other Sacrament 
of his Supper was Infticuted for the Renewing. that 
Covenant with God; by the Means whereof, all 


and a Conveyance likewiſe-made of all the other 
Benefits of Chriſt's Sacrifice on the Cros. 


all This is the Doctrine of the Catholick Church 


ds in this Matter of the Two Sacraments. And it will 
d receive ſome Light from the Two great Sacraments 


e · ¶ among the Jews, Circumciſon and Sacrifices, which 
us were eminent Types and Figures of our Baptiſm 
ds BF and the Lord's Suppe. 


cannot but be convinced that it is extremely to his 
own Loſs and Prejudice, that he doth at any time 
neglect che Opportunities that are afforded him of 


was Inſtituted by Chriſt, for the entring Men into 
Covenant with God; by the Means whereof, all 


their Sins ſince their Baptiſm are remitted to them, 
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ing the Pardon and Forgiveneſs of their Sins committed © 


— — # ; CA Y Fe 
F TY A" , N 
* K ho — 4 — nnr 
4 * - n 
h % ; : 1 K , 


— — - : 


— OO —— —— 


„ . — - 24 + 4 Mas 


WR 7 


r es OO I ION re * 2 
” 


| this. For when a Man brought any of chis lind 
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A Sermon beſchg Abe Qu nf u, 
Among the Jews, the Way that God appoina 
ed for the entring Petſons into Covenant with him, 
Was Cirenmeiſion : And whoever was Circumciſed, 
Was entitled thereby to all che Benefits and Advan- 


tages that were promiſed and made. over by that 


Covenant. And the ſame Thiog we ſay, as to 


all thoſe that are entred int the New Covenant 


of Jeſus Chriſt by Bantiſm. Well now, but if an 
ae lite chus entred into Covenant with God, hap- 
pen d aſterwards to tranſgreſs any Law of God; 
before he could obtaim Forgiveneſe, aud be reſto- 
asche Law) had appoiated in that Caſe: And by 
offering thele Sacrifices he renewed his Cpycnant 
{with Ged, and was admitted ito. that State which 


by his Sia he had forkcired, And che very way of 


offering up theſe Sacriſices did very liyely repreſent 


of Sacrifices ; after that Sacrifice had heen offered 
eo God, Part of it was burnt upon the Alta, 
avhich was God's Portion; and another Parc of it 
was given back to the Man that brought it, for 
him do Feaſt upon wich his Family. By which 
Was ſignified, 5 That cke Man thus eating | of. Gods 


| Meat, and feeding as it were jat'Gad's. Table, wa 


; reſtored to his Grage and Favour, and in Covc- 
ing the Ceremony filed among all Nations, e 
745 „ 1 exprel- 


G 
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— GN RET Menon and for 
the FEED es and Covenants, © 

Now to the to Uſe and Purpoſe 2 lay we * 
ſerves out Sacrament of the: Lord's Supper, or as it 
was called by the Aneients, che Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
Not that we pretend in our Communions to Of. 
fer up the Real Boch and Blood of Chriſt in S deri. 
fre to Goc, as the Papiſts do: For that (as che 
Apoflle tels us )-was once done by himſelf opon¹ 
the Croſs, and 
fe fected all them that are ſandtified ; ſo that there - * 
no need 6f any ſuch Offering any more: But we 
(ounncmorate that Sacrifice which Chriſt has on this 
Day made for ig. and we thank God for it; and 
we hcaretty-befeceh him) that he would accept of 
ir on our behalf. and chat it: may make Auone ment 
for all our Sins: And ave like wiſe feed upon it ha 
the Jews did upon their Sacrifiees );, that is to ay, ⸗ 
by eating of. that Bread / -which he 122305 to be his 1 
Doch, and drinking of that Cup which he made to f 
i be his Bled. Now in doing of this, we may be 
fo truly ſaid both to Offer up a Sacrtfice to God, an” 
ic ikewiſe to keep a Feaſt upon this Sacrifice, W \ 

offer up, by Commemoration and Thanksgiving , and 
as WY hearty Prayer; that Sacrifice that was once offered 


by ther one Offering ho hath for ever Heb. X. 


by Jeſus Chriſt at Jeraſalem near Seventeen Hun- . 


e dred Years: ago, for the Salvation of all Mankind. 


, And we- ale borh of the Boch and —_— 7 
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Luke 
XXII. 
20. 


Vine that he has Conſecrated- not only to be the 
Symbols and Signs of them, but to Convey the 
Real Benefits of his Paſſion and Sacrifice to all Be- 
God's Table, whenever we receive the Sacrament : 
our paſt Sins blotted out, and to be received into 
all that 1 mean by Rene wing our Covenant with 
him. N 
and Figures of the Old Teſtament, I ought to 
ſtitution of this Sacrament, and likewiſe from 
St. Paul. Our Saviour calls the Cup of the Sa- 
. is in another Evangeliſt, The Blood of the New Co- 


venant, which was 222 for many for the Remiſſion of 
ewiſe tells us, That the Cup of 


the Bread and of. the Cup, is the Means that God 


chat his Sacrifice, by partaking of che Bread and 


lievers. So that we may be truly ſaid to feed at 
And if we come worthily diſpoſed, to have al 
his Grace, and Favour, and Friendſbip: Which is 


But that I may not ſeem to ground ſo Impor- 
tant a Doctrine as this is, merely upon the Type: 


tell you, That all I have ſaid, is ſufficiently clear 
both from our Saviours own Words in the In- 


crament, De New Covenant in his Blood. Or as it 


Sins. St. Paul li 
Bleging which we ble{s, and the Bread which we break, 


is the Communion of the Body and Blood. of Chriſt : 
The Senſe of which is plainly this, That theſe 


Sacred Signs make them that uſe them, to have 
Communion with Chriſt Crucified. The Partaking of 


hath 
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and hath appointed for our Partaking of the Benefics of 
the Chriſt's Body that was Broken, and of his Blood 
the chat was Shed for us, that is to ſay, the Forgiveneſs 


Be. of our Sins, and all the other Fruits and Advantages 

d at of his Paſſion. „„ ns 

nt Is not this now a Conſideration that ſhould ſtrong- 

all ly oblige all Chriſtians to a frequent Participation of ; 

nto this Sacrament ? Can any thing more recommend 

h is this Ordinance to us, than the Thoughts that it can- 

ich cels all the Scores between God and us, provided 
ve come prepared as we ought to be? That it puts 

ot- us into a State of his Favour, and enters us into ſo. 

pes MY ſtrict a League of Friendſhip with him, as not all 
to the Powers of Earth and Hell can diſſolve, unleſs 

ear we our ſelves be Traitors to our ſelvs. 

In- Theſe are great things, but theſe are not all. For 

min the Second place, another Advantage we have by 

a- che Sacrament is, That it is in it ſelf an excellent lu- 
it Frument for the making Men grow in Virtue and Good. 
9. neſs. FFF 1 25 8 FI 


That ſerious Reflection upon a Man's own Ways; 

chat careful Examination and Enquiry into the State 

of his own Soul; thoſe Expreſſions of Sorrow and 

: Kepentance for what he finds amiſs in himſelf; and 

le ¶ the earneſt Prayers he makes to God for his Grace, 

jc ¶ dogether with the hearty Reſolutions he enters into, 

ft Wot a better Obedience for the future; All which 
Ie Ines an as nies ny 
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Prepared for it, and accordingly do take all Oc. 
caſions of Receiving it): I ſay theſe things are the 
likelieſt means in the World not only to keep up in 
a Man, the Senſe of Virtue and Piety towards 
God, but alſo to reſtore it when through Careleſ- 
neſs it is in a manner quite loft; or if it be not loſt 


or decayed, to increaſe and advance it, and to 
make it much clearer and brighter than ever it 
was. 295 8 gr 

O how ought this Conſideration to prevail with 
all Perſons that make a Conſcience of Religion, 
and endeayour to ſerve God as well as they can, 
and mean to perſevere in that Courſe of Life; to v 
take every Occaſion that is offered to partake of ec 
this Divine Ordinance, Such is the Nature of our P- 
Souls while they are pent up in theſe EarthlyM ha 
Tabernacles, and ſurrounded with ſenſible Ob- th 
jects, that the Spiritual Impreſſions that are ſtampe G. 
upon them, muſt be continually renewed, or elſe hi, 
in a little time they will be quite defaced and loſt. W is 
The moſt Ardent Love to God and Virtue will Ge 
by degrees flag and grow cold, unleſs it be by ſome So 
means or other frequently Excited. Wiſely there 


den 


nent, for the preventing or remedying theſe Incon- 
veniencies. By obliging us to a frequent Commu- 
nication in this Divine Office, he hath put us upon 
the neceſſity of ſo often thinking and meditating 
on Spiritual Matters, of impreſſing upon our Souls 
all choſe Arguments chat ar firſt prevailed with us 
to enter upon a Courſe of Virtue, and of 'reinfor- 
cing all our Vows and Reſolutions to give e 
an 


ſelves to the Service of God; that it will not 


eaſie matter to forget our Duty, or to relapſe from 
our good Purpoſes. Nig 
And the Nature of the Myſtery it ſelf is ſuch, 
that nothing in the World can be better contrived 
for the attaining theſe ends; chat is to ſay, for the 
working in us a perfect hatred of all Sin and Wick- 
edneſs, and raiſing up our Affections to the moſt 
Paſſionate Love of our Saviour. Since there we 


— 


have in the moſt ſenſible manner repreſented to us, 


the Infinite Unſpeakable Kindneſs that the Son of 
God expreſſed to the Sons of Men, in laying down 
his Life for them; and the Infinite Malignity that 


is in Sin, which was fo odious to the Pure Eyes of 


God, that 260g teſs than the Blood of his ow 
Son could make Expiation for it, 


C2 W boever 


„„ 


intends to go on in that good Way, and to grow bet- 
ter and better, let him as frequently as he can 
make uſe of this Means which God hath appointed 


for theſe very Ends. This is the beſt way to make 
the Grain of Muſtard-ſeed ſown in our Hearts to 


become a great Tree. This is the ſureſt Method, 
not only to keep the ſmoaking Flax from being 
quenched, but to make it blaze out in flames. 
Which we ſhall be farther convinced of, -if we 
conſider in the Third place, another Advantage 


which we reap by this Sacrament; and that is this, 


That it doth not only miniſter to the n 
piety and Holineſs, by making us more ſerious, an 
putting us more upon the Exerciſe of Devotion; 


bdut alſo in this reſpect, That it is a means where- 


by more Grace and ſtrength is derived to us from the 


Holy Spirit of Chriſt. 3 
We have already ſaid, that our Lord ordained 


this Sacrament as the 8 Inſtrument whereby 
he would actually apply to Believers all the Benefits 


of his Paſſion. Now the Benefits that Chriſt pur- 
chaſed for us by his Death, were not only the 
Pardon of our Sins, of which we have ſpoken be- 
fore, but alſo the Grace and Aſiſtauce of his Hoh 
| Spirit, in order to our performing thoſe Conditions 
which he hath required of us. Now as the paring 


A Sermon beforethe Mutt, 


1 "Whoever therefore is now Piouſly diſpoſed, and 
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of this Sacrament is the ſtanding ordinary Means 
of receiving the former Benefit, namely, the Par- 
dor of our Sins: So is it alſo of receiving the lat- 
ter, that is, the ſtrength, and ſupport, and influences 
of the Hoh Spirit. By partaking of theſe Holy 
Myſteries as we ſhould do, we are made one with 
Criſt, and Chriſt with us, as our Church expreſſes it; 
we become living Branches of the true Vine, and 
conſequently derive all that vital Juice and Sap 
from Chriſt our Root, that is needful for our bring- 
ing forth good Fruit. This is the proper Method to 
Allure down the Divine Spirit of Jeſus to come and. 
dwell with us; to oblige him to take zip lis Habi- 
tation in our Hearts, fo that e ſtiall be truly the 

O what an Inducement ought this to be; to us to 
make our ſelves conſtant Gueſts at this Holy Feaſt! 
Since we may there get Strength againſt all our In- 
frmities, Phyſick for all our Diſeaſes, Support 
apainſt all the Evils that oppreſs us. Are there any 
of us that are hard put to it, either through the: - 
prevailing Infirmities of our Natures, or thoſe that 
our evil Cuſtoms have brought upon us? Are there: 
any of us that want Strength or Courage to 
grapple with our Spiritual Enemies, or to reſiſt. 
thoſe Temptations that daily make Aſſaults upon. 
us in our way of Living? Why here we may have 

; OS . EKRemedy. 
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theſe Tivo following. The general Senſe that Men 


Remedy. By coming frequently, and conſcientioulh, I. 
and devoutly to this Feaſt of God, we may gain ſuch 
' Refreſhment, ſuch Support, ſuch Strength and Power, i 


as will enable us to go through our Work chear 


fully and ſucceſsfully; ſuch Succours as will not 


fail, if we faithfully make uſe of them, to Van W; 
viſh all our Spiritual Adverſaries; and Laſtly, 
ſach Comfort and Peace of Mind as will make our p 
Lives tolerably eaſie under all the Difficulties and I 
Troubles and Calamities of this Miſerable World, 
And now theſe Confiderations, one would think, 
ſhould ſufficiently Recommend the frequent P- 
Rice of this piece of Religion to all of us, that 


have either any Love to God, or Regard to their : 
own Happineſs, But notwithſtanding all this f 
there are Fame ſuch fatal Prejudices that Men have 6 
too oſten taken up concerning this Sacrament, tha I - 
all Diſcourſes of this Nature are generally incft WW 
ctual. Some of theſe therefore I hall endeavour i 
in the Third and laſt Place to remove out of the il | 
way; and ſo conclude. VVV 
The Prejudices and Miſapprebenfions that Men lic il x 
under as to this Buſineſs; and which uſually fright WM , 
them from coming to the Sacrament, are very many; i x 
but the greateſt and moſt common of them, ar: Il z 


have 
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have of their own Mafitne/s to Receive it; and the 
infinite Danger they run, if they fhould happen to 
Receive Mnaorthily. Upon theſe Tivo Accounts it 
is, that many that are otherwiſe well difpofed Per- 
ſons, dare not come to the Lord's Table. They 
are ſo frighred witk the Apprehenſion of their oπ.Cͤn 
tl, Cat, and their Unwortlüneſs to partake of fo So- 
hema a Myſtery; and likewiſe with the Terrible 
ou Puniſhment that is ehreatned to all thoſe that Receive 
rd Unworchily; that they think it much better whol - 
ink do abſent themſelves from the Sacrament, than 
pu, o che hazard they muſt do, by Wking it in he 

W a a ti ATE | 
, Circumſtanceschey are. Theſe Two things I ſhall . 

at this time briefly fpeak to. 91 

And Nrſt, It is commonly urged by the Genera- 

ly of Men as an Excuſe for Abſenting themſelves 
from the Sactamente, Thar they are no way qualified * _ 
for it. They are not in a Condition of coming to 
the Lord's Table, by reaſon of the Remiſneſs and 
Careleſneſs of their Lives, and their falling ſo ma- 
ny Degrees ſhort of that Holineſs the Goſpel of 
Chriſt requires of them. td; I 
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But to this, let me ſay in the Firſt place, Whoſe 
Fault is this? Why do we not all live better? Wo 
4 hinders us from being fo good as we ought. to be? 
f f Either it is in our Power to live ſo, as may put us 
into a condition of worthily performing this _— 
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A Sermon'before the 


if God ſhould this day call us out of the World, we 


ſo Divine a Myſtery as that of the Sacrament is; 
yet let us not for this wholly abſent our ſelves from 


is the Means to make us better. It is the moſt effe- 


Een 


of our Duty to our Lord, or it is not in our Pow- 
er. If it be in our Power, then we cannot in the 
leaſt plead this for an Excuſe of our not doing it: 
If it be not in our Power, then we can contract no 
new Guilt by coming to Receive, tho we ſhould 
prove to Receive Unworthily, provided we have done 
the beſt we can. But in God s Name, how dare we 
live at ſuch a rate, that we are uncapable of joyn- 
ing in the Principal Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip? 
Nothing in the World can unqualiſy us for that, but 
what at the ſame time doth render us unqualified fo 
the Kingdom bf Heaven. And dare we live fo, that 


ſhould think our ſelves in a ſtate of Damnation? 

But Secondly, Tho we do not live ſo well as we 
deſire; tho our Lives be not ſo Holy, and ſo Pure, 
and ſo Heavenly, as may become the Partakers of 


it. Nay, rather let us come the oftner to it; for that 


ctual Courſe we can take to promote Virtue and 
Piety,in our ſelves. Whereas if we never come at 
all, we take the direct way to be always as bad as 

we are, or rather to grow worle and worſe. 
Would any one adviſe a ſenſual careleſs Man, 
by no means to take a Bible into his hands, or to 
| come 
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come to Bris: or to EW Serene; and pe 
is very unfit for, and unworthy of ſuch Exerciſes? 
No ſurely; he wil ratlier-propoſe the Uſe of theſe 
things to ſuch à Peron, as 2 ſingular Means to 
gain him to Virtue and Sobriety. The very ſame 
thing we may ſay of the Uſe" of che Sana of 
the Lorle Supper. It may, and often doth, prove 
a happy Expediene, through the Mercy of God, to 
make thoſe Gvod that were not ſo before. THIN 

I ſpeak not this to-encoht; ge any Vicious, Evil 
Liver sog Kto this Ordin yore he * 
of continuing in his Sins: No, V 
that That Holy Rvend ſbould be g ef 
clean Creatures. . But this is chat I would ſay, Let 
none upon Account” ol their fore· pa Alber, "i 
diſcouraged from erben Dir bo Golf in 
this Ordinanct. On the contrar 4 wh be - : 
truly ſorry for their Sins and age Wh 1 with 
the grace of God ro/forfaſte dem Lr come 
wich-chearfulneſs to the Loi «Tuble;: 10 — 
but God will kjndlly zeceitze tem, And will give 
them ſuch Graco amd Strengeh;” that if they will 
make uſe bf it; tliey ſhall not fail of oe” Fo true 
Converts to Holinels and ee 15s 

But it is) 3 ®. ; ee * ral. t "che Sin 
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not to Receive at all, than to run ſuch à deſperate 
Hazard. This is another Conſideration that fright; 
many from the Sacrament, tho otherwiſe well- diſ- 
poſed Perſons. That Paſſage of St. Paul is always 
running in their Minds, (1 Cor: XI. 29.) He that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
| Damnation to bimſelf. This is the Text "that frights 
them. But now as to this, I pray let it be conſi- 
dered : | 53535 bs 1 2 45 
In the Firſt Place, Thoſe among us that are fo 
fearful of coming to the Sacrament, are in no dan- 
ger at all of Receiving unworthily, in the ſenſe that 
St. Paul uſeth this Term. For the unworthy Re- 
ceiving that he · ſo ſeverely cenſures in the Corin- 
thians, was their 8 to the Lord's Table 
with ſo little a Senſe of what they were about, that 
as he here expreſſetk it, they did not diſcern the Lords 


P 4 


between the Bread of the Sacrament, and Common 


Food. Things were then at that paſs among the 
Corinthians, that when they met together to Receive 
the Sacrament, (which in thoſe days was uſually 
uſhered in by a Common Feaſt of Rich and Poor 
together) they uſed the Church more like an Ea. 
ing or Tipling- Houſe than the Honſe of God. This 
you may ſee in the 20th Verſe of that Chapter: 
When (ſaith he) ye come together inta one place, this 
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diſ- W 1 another is drunken, What, baue "ye not Honſes-to 
ays WW cat and drinkin, or deſpiſe. ye the, Church of God? What 
that WY frail J. to | you? Shall I praiſe you... in this? 


teh I praiſe v0 not. Thus far St. Paul in that Place. 


his WM Now ſure ſuch an Unwotthy, Irreverent, Profane 
nſi· Carriage as this, at the Receiving the Holy Sacra- 
ment, might juſtly delerye that ſevere Cenſute that 
ke there paſſeth upon it: He that eateth and drinketh 
thus unworthily, eatetb and drin leth Damnation to him- 


very ſcrupulous | about 6 coming, to the Sacrament, 
can be in any 
mannert!,. f. 

But Secondly, The Damnation which St Paul here 
denounceth, is not perhaps ſo frightful as is com- 
monly apprehended. Fi For all that he ſaith, if the 


than this; He chat eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinleeth Judgment to himſelf; meaning 
laſtitution, by making no diſtinction between the 
Bread of the Sacrument and Common Food, doth by 
this his Profaneneſs draw don ſevere Judgments 
tom God upon his own 


4s not ita. Eat the Lord's. Supper, For in eating, FVorp F 
hrs Wl ove takes before ather his .0wn Supper, and one is hungry = 


ſelf, becauſe he diſcerneth uot the Lords Body. But 
hope there is none of | thoſe among us. chat are ſo 


hereby, chat he who doth thus Affront our Lords 


8 . .. "SE 
danger of Profaning it after this 
$ >» 13 . K TIPS» [ 2 #5 , 5 „ 


Original de conſulced, wil appear to be no mare 
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ly among you, and many are fallen aſleep. But here 


is not a word of everlaſtmg Damnation; much leſs 


of any Man's being concluded in that State, by Re- 
ceiving Hnworthih. Unleſs one will ſay, that all 


thoſe who are viſited by God's Judgments in this 


World, ſhall be Damned in the next; which is ſo 


far from being true, that St. Paul in this very place 


affirms the contrary; namely, in verſe 3 2. where 


he tells us, that when we are thus Judged ( in this 


World) ve are Chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhoul 1 


not be Condemned with the World, © © — 
But Thirdly, Admitting St. Paul in theſe words to 

mean Damnation in our 1 Senſe; yet ſtill the ut- 

moſt they can come to, will be no more than this; 


That whoſoever eateth and drinketh thus unworthily,as 
the Corinthians did, is guilty of a Damnable Sin. But 


now there are a great many other Caſes, beſides this 
of the Sacrament, in which a Man is guilty of a 
damnable Sin, if he do not perform his Duty as he 
ought to do. He that Prays or Hears Unworthily; or 
in any Inſtance performs the Worthip of God, or 
profeſſeth the Chriſtian Religion Anmorthihy: I (ay, 


fuch a Man, according to the Proteſtant Doctrine; 


may be ſaid. to do theſe things to his own Dam- 
nation, upon the ſame Account that he is ſaid to 


eat and drink his own Danmation that Communi- 


„cates 
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cates W in the Sacrament; tho a | 
not in ſo high a Degree. That is to ſay, Such a 
Man is guilty of a Sin that is in its own Nature 
Damnable; and may prove ſo to him, unleſs either 
by a partieular or general Repentance he obtains 
God's Pardon for it. But yet for all this; there 
is no Man will for theſe Reaſons think it adviſa- 
ble to leave off the Practice of theſe Duties, But 
the only Confequence he will draw from hence is, 
that he is ſo much the moie concerned to take 5 85 
that he perform them as he ought to (xo. 
But Fourthly and laſtly, to conclude, Let the Sin N 
of coming to the Sacrament unworthily be as great and 
as Damnable as we can reaſonably ſuppoſe it; yer 
this is that we contend for; The Sin of totally with- 
drawing from it, is greater and more Danmaũle. 
So that if he who partakes of it unworthih doth 
eat and drink Damnation to himſelf; he that 
partakes not at all, is ſo far from mending the 
Matter, that he och increaſe that Damnation: 
The Truth of this Aſſertion depends upon that 
known Rule of Caſuiſtical Divinity, That it is, 
greater Sin to omit a known Duty altogether, than 
7 to perform thar Duty as well as we 0, the with 
much Unworthineſss. as 
) But I dare hold you no e A this Atga- | 


ment; | would only ſay this, and I have done. 
| Hh Tho 
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4 Sermon before the Qu kun, 
Tho I am far from encouraging any to approach 
the Lord's Table without due Qualifications ; or 
from extenuating any Man's Sin that comes unwor- 
thily, ( naworthily I mean; in the Seripture Senſe of 
the dr eee as it * Sings ſome 
People among us:) Ver this I lay, That if Men 
' dd cult) conſider what a Sin it is to live with- 
out the Sacrament; it being an apparent Neglect, 
and looking like a Contempt of our Saviour s ©- 
fiitution, and a Renouncing the Worſbip of God, 
and the Communion of the Church, in tie great In- 
ſtance of Chriſtian Worſhip and Chriſtian Com- 
munion : And withal, what terrible Conſequences 
they bring upon themſelves thereby, even the de- 
priving themſelves of the Chief of thoſe ordinary 
Means which our Lord hath appointed for che ob- 
taining Remiſton of Sins, and the Grace and Influ- 
| ences of the Holy Spirit: I ay, if Men did ſeri- 
_ -oully conſider theſe Things, they would not look 
upon it as ſo ſlight a Matter voluntarily to Excon- 
municate themſelves from the Society of the Faith- 
ful, as co the Partaking in this Great Duty and Pri- 
vilege of Chriſtians z but what Apprehenſions ſo- 
ever they had, of the Sin and Danger of Receiving 
unworthily, they would for all that, think it more 
Sinful and more Dangerous not to Receive at all. 
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all the other Inſtances that he hath commanded * _ 
us; to the Glory of his Bleſſed Name, and to our _. © * 
own great Comfort, and Increaſe in Piety and Vir- "nll 


ue. This, Gud of his Infinice Mercy grant, 6&6. 
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